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Series: Wealth and Walk of a Christian 
“Spiritual Warfare: Prayer” # 26  

 Eph. 6:18-20  
2-11-18 Sun AM 

 
In these closing verses of the letter, Paul discussed 3 aspects of the believers 
spiritual war- The adversary, the armor, and the activity, so we can walk in victory in 
the spiritual war. 
 
Paul commanded his readers to put on the 6 pieces of armor, take the weapons, and 
withstand Satan. We have this armor by position at salvation, but we must put it on 
by practice. 
 
TT- This morning we examine the activity of spiritual warfare or the power of spiritual 
warfare. 
 
Prayer is the energy that enables the Christian soldier to wear the armor and wield 
the sword. We cannot fight the battle in our own power, no matter how strong or 
talented we may think we are.  
 
Prayer is the power for victory, but not just any kind of prayer. Paul has much to say 
about the believer and prayer. 
 
I. Pray Always (6:18a). 
 
This obviously does not mean “always saying prayers.” We are to “Pray without 
ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17). 
 
“Always be in communion with the Lord. Keep the receiver off the hook!” Never have 
to say when you pray, “Lord, we come into Thy presence,” because you never left His 
presence!  
 
A Christian must “pray always” because he is always subject to temptations and 
attacks of the devil. A surprise attack has defeated more than one believer who forgot 
to “pray without ceasing.” 
 
I. Pray Always (6:18a). 
II. Pray with all Prayer (6:18b). 
 
There is more than one kind of praying: prayer, supplication, intercession, 
thanksgiving. The believer who prays only to ask for things is missing out on 
blessings that come with intercessions and giving of thanks.  
 
In fact, thanksgiving is a great prayer weapon for defeating Satan. “Praise changes 
things” as much as “prayer changes things.”  
 
Intercession for others can bring victory to our own lives. “And the Lord turned the 
captivity of Job when he prayed for his friends” (Job 42:10). 
 
III. Pray in the Spirit (6:18c). 
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The Bible formula is that we pray to the Father, through the Son, and in the Spirit. 
Rom. 8:26-27 tells us that only in the Spirit’s power can we pray in the will of God.  
 
Otherwise, our praying could be selfish and out of the will of God.  
 
It is possible to pray fervently in the flesh and never get through to God. It is also 
possible to pray quietly in the Spirit and see God’s hand do great things. 
 
IV. Keep on Praying (6:18d). 
 
The word perseverance simply means “to stick to it and not quit.” The early believers 
prayed this way and we also should pray this way.  
 
Perseverance in prayer does not mean we are trying to twist God’s arm, but rather 
that we are deeply concerned and burdened and cannot rest until we get God’s 
answer.  
 
Someone said, “Prayer is not getting man’s will done in heaven; it is getting God’s will 
done on earth.” Most of us quit praying just before God is about to give the victory.  
 
Keep on praying until the Spirit stops you or the Father answers you. Just about the 
time you feel like quitting,  
 
I. Pray Always (6:18a). 
II. Pray with all Prayer (6:18b). 
III. Pray in the Spirit (6:18c). 
IV. Keep on Praying (6:18d). 
V. Pray for all the Saints (6:18e). 
 
The Lord’s Prayer begins with “Our Father” — not “My Father.” We pray as part of a 
great family that is also talking to God, and we ought to pray for the other members of 
the family.  
 
Even Paul asked for the prayer support of the Ephesians — and he had been to the 
third heaven and back. If Paul needed the prayers of the saints, how much more do 
you and I need them!   
 
Con: Note vs 19-20 
 
Note that Paul did not ask them to pray for his comfort or safety, but for the 
effectiveness of his witness and ministry. 
 
Let’s read the preaching text again… 
 


