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Does v. 6 stand alone or is it mean to be included in vs. 1-5? If so, it seems like a 
strange fit! We must start with vs. 1-5! 
 
“Judge not that you may not be judged,” isn’t that the response we get from 
unbelievers and Christians who don’t interpret the Bible correctly? They say 
“think the best of others and be positive.” What does this text really teach about 
judging? 
 
Let me set the context of the passage from the larger to the smaller. 
 
The context is the “sermon on the mount,” in Chapters 5-7 in which Jesus 
contrasts true inner righteousness of Kingdom citizens with that of the outward 
false righteousness of the Pharisees [5:20]. 
 
Chapter 7:1-12 deal with the walk of Christians in relation to other people [7:12]. 
 
Jesus condemns unjust criticism [7:1-5]. He is talking about “mote hunters” who 
look for flaws and use despiteful criticism. God desires we use discriminating, 
righteous judgment. 
 
TT: I want to look at what this passage is not teaching, and what this passage is 
teaching, and then set v. 6 in this context. 
 
I. What is this passage not teaching [vs. 1-5]? 
 
1. He is not saying we can’t judge [7:5].  
 
The word “judge” [v.1], means to determine, to distinguish, to evaluate, and make 
a decision. The word “judgment” [v.2], means to condemn to be critical, to judge 
by your own standards. 
 
Note three important words- for, first, and then (vs. 2, 5). 
 
2. He is not saying the church can’t settle disputes among believers [1 Cor. 6:1-
8]. 
 
3. He is not saying the church can’t exercise discipline [Matt. 18:15-18; Rom. 
16:17-18; 1 Cor. 5:9-13; 1 Thess. 5:14]. 
 
4. He is not saying the church can’t judge the doctrine of teachers and preachers 
[Matt. 7:15-20; 1 Cor. 14:29; I John 4:1]. 
 
5. He is not saying we can’t judge men for qualifications for the office of Pastor, 
Deacon, or Teacher [1 Tim. 3:1-13; 1 Cor. 4:2]. 
 
6. He is not saying we should not emphasize doctrine or not have convictions [1 
Tim. 4:16; 2 Tim. 1:13; 2:15; 4:2-4]. 
 



II. What is this passage is teaching [vs. 1-5]? 
 
1. We should not use harsh judgment and criticism of other believer’s motives [1 
Cor. 4:1-5].  
 
We have a right to test the fruits, but not their motives. Pharisaical judging- 
hypocritical, self-righteous, unfair judgment based on your own standards. 
 
2. Condemning critical judgment will come back on you [v.2]. 
 
3. We should not judge by appearance [John 7:24; James 2:1-4]. 
 
4. We should not judge in matters of conscience in questionable things [Rom. 
14:1-5]. 
 
5. We should not judge by speaking evil of another believer [James 4:11-12]. We 
must be able to separate the sin from the sinner. 
 
6. You will become blind to your own condition, and need help yourself [vs. 3-5]. 
  
III. What About Dogs, Pearls, and Pigs [v. 6]? 
 
In vs. 1-5 Jesus speaks of the wrong kind of judgment and in v. 6 He clearly 
commands a certain kind of judgment. 
 
To determine who are the dogs and the swine we must make a judgment and 
look in the Jewish culture how these were viewed. 
 
Dogs- In Jesus' day dogs were not treated as pets like they are today. They were 
largely half-wild mongrels that acted like scavengers. They were dangerous and 
despised. 
 
It would have been unthinkable to give to a dog a piece of meat that had been 
consecrated as a sacrifice in the Temple. Part was burned up, part to the priest, 
and part to the family to eat at home. 
 
Swine- They were considered by Jews as the height of uncleanness. Jews never 
raised swine or tried to domesticate them. They were animals that foraged in 
garbage dumps outside town. They were greedy and vicious when it came to 
their food. If one stood in the way of their food, they would tear you to pieces. 
 
Point- Jesus is teaching that certain truths and blessings of our faith are not to 
be shared with people who are totally hostile, vicious and antagonistic to the 
things of God [pearls or precious jewels of the faith]. 
 
Jesus withheld from these as well. Turn to Matt. 11:25; 13:11, 13. 
 
So we are not to judge wrongly, but we are to judge and especially being careful 
with the dogs and the pigs. 
 


