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One of the major ministries of Paul was taking up a special "relief offering" for the poor 
Christians in Judea. Unfortunately, the Christians at Corinth were not doing their part in 
financial relief of the poor. They were not carrying out on their promise they made a year ago.

Q- What was the cause of their delay?
1. When a Christian or church is not spiritual, they will not be generous.
2. The false teachers were commercializing the gospel.

Q- What was Paul to do? He taught them that giving was an act of Grace!

TT- Today we continue to look at six evidences of grace giving.
1. Grace Giving is in spite of Circumstances (8:1-2).
2. Grace Giving is with Enthusiasm (8:3-5).
3. Grace Giving is as Jesus Gave (8:6-9).
4. Grace Giving is with Willingness (8:10-12).

vs. 10-11: "Finish what you start" is the churches motto. They stopped because false 
teachers accused Paul of being in it for the money.

Warren Weirsbe said, "There is a difference between the heart gift and the hand gift. When 
we give willingly, according to what we have, we are practicing grace giving.

v. 12: First you must have a willing mind [loving the Lord and appreciating grace] and then 
give according to what you have, even though the Macedonians went beyond their ability.
Some call this "graduated giving." The percent of giving should increase in proportion to 
resources.
Probably the clearest teaching in N.T. on freewill offerings is found in the first letter Paul 
wrote to the church at Corinth.

1 Corinthians 16:1-2 1 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to 
the churches of Galatia, even so do ye. 2 Upon the first day of the week let every one of you 
lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.

We learn several truths here:

1. The priority of giving is for the furtherance of the gospel and
ministering to the saints.
2. The period of giving is the “First day of the week.”

3. The participates in giving is “Every one of you.”

4. The plan of giving is “Lay by him in store.”

5. The provision of giving is in the word “Prosper."



4. Grace Giving is with Willingness (8:10-12).
5. Grace giving is to meet Needs (8:13-15).

Those who have more should help those who don’t. 
1. Paul did not want them to be poor like the Macedonian churches.

2. Paul did not want to redistribute of wealth in the church, but to meet needs.

He gives the example of the manna in the wilderness of equality.

Exodus 16:18-20 18 And when they did mete it with an omer, he that gathered much had 
nothing over, and he that gathered little had no lack; they gathered every man according to 
his eating. 
19 And Moses said, Let no man leave of it till the morning. 20 Notwithstanding they hearkened 
not unto Moses; but some of them left of it until the morning, and it bred worms, and stank: 
and Moses was wroth with them.

We learn three principles here:

1. Those who tried to hoard the manna found out that it decayed.
2. Gather what you need, share what you can, and don’t try to hoard God’s blessing.
3. God supplies for those who trust him.

4. Grace Giving is with Willingness (8:10-12).
5. Grace giving is to meet Needs (8:13-15).
6. Grace giving is not foolish giving (8:16-24).

We should invest His money wisely and honestly. Investigate who and what you are giving to 
by asking questions.

What are the qualities of those who handle God’s money?

1. They must have a desire to serve (vs.16-17).
2. They must a burden for lost souls (v.18).
3. They must have a desire to honor God (v. 19). 
4. They must be honest and diligent (vs. 20-22). Handle with care the books, keep updated 
and careful records.
5. They realize they don’t own the money (vs. 23-24).
 
Obedient submission to God’s Word is evidence of a true confession of faith.

When you learn to give “by grace, through faith” just the way you were saved, you start to 
experience a wonderful liberation from things and from circumstances. 

Instead of things possessing you, you start to possess them; you develop a new set of values
and priorities. 


